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Via Zoom

MINUTES

1. Welcome and apologies

Attendees: Katherine

record.

Issue

EFW Framework

RRF and RRO/E
implementation
update

Branch Priorities

Clarification for
NSW Landfill
Guidelines
regarding 300ml
leachate in sump

Dodd, Andrew Kosciuszko, Michelle Mandl,
Mahendradatta, Ark Du, Gayle Sloan, Bread Searle, Samuel Swain, Vanessa Seaton, Richard Collins, Shaun
Devine, Ron Wainberg.

Apologies: Alarik Wong, Ed Nicholas, Jason Sweeney, Miles Mason, Nicole Greenwood.

i. Previous Minutes

2. Previous minutes and actions arising

The minutes of the 10 March 2026 NSW Branch Committee meeting were confirmed as a true and accurate

Moved: Vanessa Seaton Seconded: Shaun Devine

iii. Actions arising

Action

No emissions levels are publicly
available yet on the website and
EPA still have the 2021 policy
online.

WMRR will invite the relevant
EPA representative to present to
the Branch.

To be finalised.

WMRR landfill working group to
progress the matter with a letter
to EPA to seek clarification,
noting that the 300ml in sump
may be impractical especially for
wet landfills or after rain events.

Phil Carbins, Nick Renwick, Claire

Status Update

In progress.

WMRR is seeking this to be corrected and
liaising with the EPA.

WMRR is also liaising with Minister to
progress this.

This is noted and will be progressed with EPA
once the restructure is finalized. This item
will be removed from the action list and
captured within the “standing items” of the
meeting agenda.

This will be revisited in a future meeting
following further feedback from EPA on
progressing RRF/RRO&E.

This item will be removed from the actions
list and placed on hold

Closed for branch follow up.

To be progressed by the Landfill Working
Group.
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3. National advocacy (CEO)

i Environment Ministers Meeting (27 March 2026)

e Discussion continued regarding a proposed intergovernmental agreement (IGA) modelled on the
national energy market framework, with legislation potentially led through the South Australian
Parliament before adoption by other jurisdictions.

o |IGA could be proposed for product stewardship regulations (similar to batteries work led by
NSW and hopefully soon adopted by other jurisdictions)
o NSW is drafting material relating to solar panels RIS and packaging reform for consideration

at the next EMM in August. However, there remains uncertainty about whether the Federal
Government will relinquish responsibility for packaging reform.

iii. Packaging
e Noted that an independent review for DCCEEW is currently undertaking targeted consultation on
the kerbside grading for recycling (consulted on in April 2025 ahead of election). Proposed
categorisation system uses an A—G rating (compared with the EU PPWR system of A-E.)
o Uncertainty remains regarding mandatory eco-modulation, mandatory obligations and
extent of regulatory requirements.

e Dean Knudsen has departed DCCEEW.

iiii. Batteries
e South Australia is committed to progressing battery-related reform in line with NSW, with Western
Australia also expressing interest.

iv.  Fuel Supply & Recycled Material Markets
e Current concerns relate more to cost impacts than fuel supply shortages.

e Ongoing NSW fuel crisis discussions are occurring through regular weekly meetings ahead of national
discussions.

o Members were encouraged to contact Gayle with any specific fuel-related concerns.

e Proposed Fair Work Commission road transport orders allowing pass-through of fuel costs may assist
operators, though concerns remain that clients may struggle to absorb higher costs.

o Noted that NSW has access to DWM reserves to draw down on.
o Also noted that nationally, there is approximately $2 billion in levy funds.

e Extensive discussions are occurring in Victoria and NSW to identify manufacturers producing
recycled-content products, particularly plastic pipes. Shortages of HDPE materials for liners are being
experienced. Several overseas plastic producers have declared force majeure, affecting supply of
pipework and liners. Yet there is reportedly sufficient recycled plastic material already in the market
that needs to be moved

o RPM (PVC pipe manufacturer) has reportedly begun scaling down operations due to
insufficient orders.
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e Industry participants were encouraged to speak with suppliers about choosing recycled-content
products. WMRR is acting as a conduit to connect manufacturers requiring recycled input materials.

o Noted that NSW’s Sustainable Construction Policy (PEP) has not yet been released.

V. NSW Net Zero Roundtable

e CEO attended the NSW Net Zero Roundtable with the Minister the previous week, advocating for
increased use of recycled materials. Improved material productivity and Recognition of recycling as
a decarbonisation strategy beyond electrification

¢ Noted that the NSW waste sector plan is currently under development.

vi.  Energy from Waste (EfW)

e It was noted that Ministerial discussions with WMRR consistently indicate support for EfW in NSW.
WMRR has raised concerns regarding delays in publication of EfW emissions documentation.,
particularly in light of current NSW and VIC parliamentary inquiries.

o EfW policy and emissions guidance are still considered insufficiently updated and require
further clarification, particularly around emission limits.

e Brad advised he had received correspondence seeking clarification regarding EfW and PEF.

e Atafuture stage, the SEARs documentation for Parkes is expected to go on public exhibition.

Vii. Interstate & Intrastate Waste Transfer

e Proposed regulation of waste transferred from Canberra into NSW. is expected to follow the
Queensland model by creating a separate levy zone, likely aligned with metropolitan levy settings.

viii.  RROs
e The EPAis currently developing technical terminology for the RROs.

ix. Asbestos

e Consultation on asbestos reforms is expected shortly. Proposed reforms relate to adopting a
“reasonable level” standard, with consultation anticipated during May.

X. Licensing

e It was noted that additional_licensing requirements are being introduced by the EPA. Industry

concerns remain regarding increasing compliance costs.

xi. Recycling Standards

e Noted ACOR has developed a standard for recycling facilities, including MRFs and organics facilities..
The standard is linked to GECA.

i NSW Regulatory and policy updates



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.nsw.gov.au%2FLicensing-and-Regulation%2FLicensing%2Flicensing-reforms%2Flicensing-reforms-information-environment&data=05%7C02%7Clisa%40wmrr.asn.au%7C7a90939a13364e4d075f08de8e1b535a%7C3f11d53a224849d589e4f7d8acb46a5a%7C0%7C0%7C639104445205785425%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BYKd7kxwNdW%2B1Hup2APmVqKLMbgExtFU5GnrdilBDUw%3D&reserved=0
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e The Minister’s Infrastructure Advisory Committee has yet to meet.

e No Waste Levy update — noted that the fuel crisis has not helped conversations around increasing
levy.

o WMRR still seeking an update on EPA timeframes for RRF Delivery Plan but is aware work is
progressing.

ii.  Submissions/consultations (NSW/National)

e The NSW EPA is seeking feedback on Approved Methods for the Modelling and Assessment of Air
Pollutants in NSW

e Public consultation on the Exposure Draft of the Guarantee of Origin Methodology Determination
Amendment (Biogas, Biomethane and Iron Ore) (closing 27 April 2026)

Recent WMRR submissions
e Climate Change and Natural Hazards SEPP (16 March 2026)

e |nquiry into microplastics (6 March 2026)

e Inquiry into productivity in Australia (20 February 2026)

e Management of legacy landfills by public landowners (targeted feedback from LF Working Group)
e A New Approach to Strategic Planning (27 February 2026)

e Establishing the Development Coordination Authority (DCA) (25 February 2026)

e Proposed PFAS Monitoring Chemical Control Order (9 February 2026)

iii.  Grants and Funding (for noting)

e Existing biomethane facility owners in NSW and businesses that plan to own or have operational

control over a biomethane production plant can apply for grants under the Renewable Gas
Production Program, (closing 24 April 2026)

e The Low Emissions Industry Program grant provides $40 million to support mining and manufacturing

facilities implement projects to reduce their emissions (closing 9 June 2026)
i. C&D - (Jason Sweeney) Gayle Sloan
e Asbestos — biggest issue getting the standards finalised.

e C&D standards are being reviewed by NSW EPA (Dan Zanello and Greg Sheehy). Expected to come
back for consultation but no major changes expected.

iii. Landfill - Ark Du
e  Working Group meeting held last week included very positive feedback on the Lucas Heights site
tour and plans to organise more site tours.
e Paul Lightbody provided updates from the Global Waste Symposium in the US, noting strong

academic and industry attendance. Gas monitoring technologies and methods and PFAS
management continued to be key topics.



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoursay.epa.nsw.gov.au%2Fapproved-methods-modelling-and-assessment-air-pollutants&data=05%7C02%7Clisa%40wmrr.asn.au%7C7a90939a13364e4d075f08de8e1b535a%7C3f11d53a224849d589e4f7d8acb46a5a%7C0%7C0%7C639104445205768979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gZQmX4RDkhtW%2Bynvqe%2BoVyjIwxsmVw%2BBrOnCS%2BRx5D8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoursay.epa.nsw.gov.au%2Fapproved-methods-modelling-and-assessment-air-pollutants&data=05%7C02%7Clisa%40wmrr.asn.au%7C7a90939a13364e4d075f08de8e1b535a%7C3f11d53a224849d589e4f7d8acb46a5a%7C0%7C0%7C639104445205768979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gZQmX4RDkhtW%2Bynvqe%2BoVyjIwxsmVw%2BBrOnCS%2BRx5D8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconsult.dcceew.gov.au%2Fexposure-draft-of-the-go-methodology&data=05%7C02%7Clisa%40wmrr.asn.au%7C1078c0fa9105472bd73908de8af83531%7C3f11d53a224849d589e4f7d8acb46a5a%7C0%7C0%7C639100995802015765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BPq3evcx9MojzHpEFASZukXDU4AdJ2bdJnDzDGUapYA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconsult.dcceew.gov.au%2Fexposure-draft-of-the-go-methodology&data=05%7C02%7Clisa%40wmrr.asn.au%7C1078c0fa9105472bd73908de8af83531%7C3f11d53a224849d589e4f7d8acb46a5a%7C0%7C0%7C639100995802015765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BPq3evcx9MojzHpEFASZukXDU4AdJ2bdJnDzDGUapYA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.wmrr.asn.au/Web/Our_Services/Advocacy_and_Industry_Resource_Pages/WMRR_Submissions.aspx?WebsiteKey=00969b94-a8ff-49f3-8d36-264248d5094d
https://www.wmrr.asn.au/common/Uploaded%20files/Submissions/NSW/2026/WMRR%20submission%20-%20Climate%20Change%20and%20Natural%20Hazards%20SEPP%20(16%20March%202026).pdf
https://www.wmrr.asn.au/common/Uploaded%20files/Submissions/National/2026/WMRR%20submission%20-%20inquiry%20into%20microplastics.pdf
https://www.wmrr.asn.au/iMIS/ContentManagement/common/Uploaded%20files/Submissions/National/2026/WMRR%20submission%20-%20Inquiry%20into%20productivity%20in%20Australia%20(20%20Feb%202026)%20(1).pdf
https://www.wmrr.asn.au/common/Uploaded%20files/Submissions/NSW/2026/WMRR%20submission%20-%20A%20new%20approach%20to%20strategic%20planning%20(270226).pdf
https://www.wmrr.asn.au/common/Uploaded%20files/Submissions/NSW/2026/WMRR%20submission%20-%20NSW%20DCA%20(25%20February%202026).pdf
https://www.wmrr.asn.au/common/Uploaded%20files/Submissions/NSW/2026/WMRR%20submission%20-%20NSW%20PFAS%20CCO%20(9%20Feb%202026).pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.energy.nsw.gov.au%2Fbusiness-and-industry%2Fprograms-grants-and-schemes%2Findustrial-decarbonisation-initiative%2Frenewable-gas-production-program&data=05%7C02%7Clisa%40wmrr.asn.au%7C7a90939a13364e4d075f08de8e1b535a%7C3f11d53a224849d589e4f7d8acb46a5a%7C0%7C0%7C639104445205963500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=htA%2FTeMxatPJl9136QYf%2FJvq8KCJJXiMW3h56d3NGKM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.energy.nsw.gov.au%2Fbusiness-and-industry%2Fprograms-grants-and-schemes%2Findustrial-decarbonisation-initiative%2Frenewable-gas-production-program&data=05%7C02%7Clisa%40wmrr.asn.au%7C7a90939a13364e4d075f08de8e1b535a%7C3f11d53a224849d589e4f7d8acb46a5a%7C0%7C0%7C639104445205963500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=htA%2FTeMxatPJl9136QYf%2FJvq8KCJJXiMW3h56d3NGKM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.energy.nsw.gov.au%2Fbusiness-and-industry%2Fprograms-grants-and-schemes%2Findustrial-decarbonisation-initiative%2Flow-emissions-industry-program&data=05%7C02%7Clisa%40wmrr.asn.au%7C7a90939a13364e4d075f08de8e1b535a%7C3f11d53a224849d589e4f7d8acb46a5a%7C0%7C0%7C639104445206041925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eXZYp7APNP1ugVCra8%2FLddoSLd8z6Fb4V08oHuQxne4%3D&reserved=0
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o Following the case of Tumut landfill in the Land and Environment Court, the group is seeking
clarification from the EPA prior to the new guidelines being released about the requirement for
leachate to be no more than 300ml above the liner. Specifically, how this is measured and enforced.
More certainty is needed of what is required as compliant or non-compliant from legacy and non-
legacy landfills.

e Looking to secure subgroup meeting with NSW EPA to progress revision of Operational Purpose
Deductions (away from onerous pre-approval process and towards a pay and claim model) and
landfill guidelines, along with clarify the interpretation of the leachate issue.

iii. ~ RRMD - (Nicole Greenwood)
¢ No update at this meeting.

o Groupdiscussed that thereis broad interest in getting an update from Seamless as a broader webinar.

iv.  EfW —(Miles Mason) Ron Wainberg
e The parliamentary inquiry continues with the Parkes hearing on today.
e Reassuring to hear from Penny Sharpe that EfW is supported.
o Noted that we can’t revisit metro areas for EfW.

o Lack of clear documentation from EPA means that planning processes can be difficult.

v. YPs-—(Alarik Wong)

¢ No update at this meeting.

vi. Waste Educators — Claire Mahendradatta

e Upcoming site visit on 29 April to Earth Power — noting only one spot left.

6. Events & Training

i. Conferences for 2026

e ENVIRO Conference — 23 & 24 June 2026 (Adelaide)

o Program is progressing, emphasising a circular focus, rather than end of- pipe options.
o ENVIRO Awards open.

e Australian Landfill and Transfer Stations Conference - 21 & 22 October 2026 (Brisbane, details
TBC)

iil. Upcoming Online Training (half day):
Landfill Training Module 1 — Introduction to landfill disposal (Wednesday 15 April 2026)
Landfill Training Module 2 — Leachate generation and management (Wednesday 29
April 2026)
o Landfill Training Module 3 — Gas Generation and management (Wednesday 13 May
2026)

iii. ~WMRRAGM



https://www.wmrr.asn.au/Shared_Content/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=ENVIRO2026
https://wmrr.asn.au/Shared_Content/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=LFMOD12026
https://wmrr.asn.au/EventDetail?EventKey=LFMOD22026
https://www.wmrr.asn.au/Shared_Content/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=LFMOD32026
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e 22 June 2026 (Adelaide)
e Voting now open for Elected Director position on the WMRR Board.

iv.  Foundations of WARR (Face to Face Training) - Victorian pilot coming soon

e This pilot training day in the foundations of the waste and resource recovery sector is aimed at new
entrants to the sector, and those looking to gain an overview of policy, regulatory and legislative
frameworks that shape the sector.

o Initial pilot session will be held with a small group in Melbourne, tentatively looking at 20 May 2026
with plans to roll out to other states.

e Registrations will be available online soon.

v.  SAVE THE DATES:

e NSW Women of WARR Leadership Breakfast (Thursday 13 August 2026 TBC)
e NSW WARR Forum (Thursday 17 September 2026 TBC)
e NSW End of Year Drinks (Thursday 26 November 2026)

Confirmed WMRR events

7. Other business

i. Branch Priorities

e The Committee discussed at the start of the meeting when reviewing the actions arising from the
March meeting that this item is on hold.
o The item was added to the agenda with a discussion held in the February 2026 meeting to
evaluate whether the priorities for 2026 had significantly changed since last review.
o Many regulatory outcomes are still being progressed, such as the Waste Levy and the
review of the Resource Recovery Framework.
o The priorities are mostly still current.
e The Branch Priorities will be discussed again later in the year following the revision of the WMRR
Strategic Plan.

8. Next meeting date

Tuesday 19 May 2026

The original meeting date of 12 May has been pushed back to accommodate attendance by
committee members at the Coffs Waste Conference.

Actions arising from the meeting

Issue Action Status Update

EFW Framework No emissions levels are publicly In progress.
available yet on the website and WMRR is seeking this to be corrected and liaising
EPA still have the 2021 policy with the EPA and Minister to progress this.

online.


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fform.jotform.com%2F260959006525056&data=05%7C02%7Clisa%40wmrr.asn.au%7C15a7d21e36664b00a5a108de951c31c2%7C3f11d53a224849d589e4f7d8acb46a5a%7C0%7C0%7C639112145527988109%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FjlKboCiXJh6xMqtWb8s2yvqBToaAEkAGzMDarvyay8%3D&reserved=0
https://wmrr.asn.au/Web/Web/Conferences_and_Events/Events.aspx?hkey=c5249239-deef-48f3-840b-383cc0059032

